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Pooplo Statt Writer 

DAYTON, Ohio — Imissed the grand 
nvellingof television. 

People say it was abig deal — the 
family with the first set on every block 
suddenly got amultitudeof new friends 
who crowded into thairhomes towatch 
the Friday night fights andall 

TV was primitive then, with fuzzy, 
snowy pictures, wavy lines and frequent 
technical foul-ups. Itwas, however, new, 
twas differant andit was promising, It 
Wasa status thing to have seen this new 
generation entertainment technology, 
TV atits ploneerstage, 

Well, Iwas too young. missed all that 
Buil've seen thelatest generation of 
entertainment developments:rabot 
entertainers and colanderheads. And it 
was in themostunlikely of off-off-off 
Broadway theaters: pizza parlor, 

Showbiz Pizza Place isan 
international chain of nearly 200 "fun 
centers" which combine food, a beeping 
bundleofelectronic games anda triple- 
stage show starring animated animals. 

The performers aren'tquiteupto 
Wayne Newton's standards; theyclank 
andwheezejustabitandthey'renot 
Versatile enough to move about or, say, 
shape thelr mouths intoappropriate 
formations. But they're afar cry from 
Robbie the Robot. 

Thefourmainstage characters, 
members of amechanical band called 
The Rock-afire Explosion, allhavethe 
voices and —atleast roughly — the 
movementsof human beings. Their 
souls, though, are panalsof microchips; 
theirblood streams, airtraveling through 
pneumatic pipelines, all connected by 
Understage plumbing toatiny computer 
roomat the backof the restaurant. 


WHEN SHOWBIZOPENS, somebody 
flips on the stageshow and that's pretty 


There's no biz like Showbiz 


much it nor starts, 
Funs and stops the shows: there are at 
least halfadozendifferentones and 
ever more than three minutes between 
curtains. When there'sabirthaay party 
booked for the showroom, the counter 
Stat{ lipaswitchout frontand the 
‘computerruns.a special birthday show, 
then goes back toits regular rotation. 
Pinpoint spotlighting, soundettects, 
voices, music and motions — more than 
43,000 possible character movements 
from eye blinks to toe taps — aliare 
computercontrolled. The staff is freeto 
Sell pizzaand kaep video games 
operating, 

Thereare86 things to doat Showbiz 
watch television in the Sportsroo 
Seeastage show or play som 
‘games inthe Gameroom, trom the 

ut still popular) Skee-ball tothe 
trendiest state-of-the-art video game, 
Dragon's Lair. 

All these diversions are popular, says 
Mike Harmon, manager ot the Dayton 
Showbiz, "Andi would say ourshow's 
themain draw. Butit's basically the 
whole concept that brings people in, 
being able to getall three — tonsot video 
‘games, pizzaandashow. It wejusthad 
pizzaand afew games, we'djustbe 
another pizza parior, 


THAT, THEY AREnot 

Asearlyas3p.m.,Showblzbeginsto 
windup. By early evening on the 
weekends, there is a two-hour waiting 
line, 

Once inside, thekids start dragging in 
their parents, beelining toward the video 
gamesanddivingheadfirstintoa 
‘Swimming pool of plastic balls. Inone 
corner, kids cram ntoa cartoon viewing 
booth andin another, they line up behind 
avideowhiz, picking up tips. 

Inthe showroom, the computer has 
determineditiscurtaintimeagain andas 


tnomusosiansdrownsouiihe nunk 
of Skee-balls banking off thecommon 


sure. But if you leave your pride outside 
iteanbefun 

Thestage show on Wednesdays 
featuresa tribute to colander heads, the 
latest Showbiz gimmick. Weara 
decorated kitchen colander on your head 
and get two tree game tokens andasoft 
drink. The Rock-afire Explosi 


appropriately dressed for the freebies, 
Colanders on 
The: yow 


hey 're running abit 
with Buddy Holly music, among others, 
About the only consistentelementis the 
humor. [tis vintagecornball 

FATZ(the center stage gorilla): 
that! thinkofit, Dook, I might have 
married that giri 

DOOK (the dog-like drummer) 
why didn’t you 

FATZ: "i said might have, I don't 
know. ican'tremember. 

Kidsin the showroom shriek laughter. 


Now 


Wel 


FATZAGAIN: "I wouldn'tmarry no 
pretty gir.” 
DOOK: "Why not?" 


FATZ: "Pretty gil will leave you, 
DOOK:"Sowillahomely giri. 
FATZ: "Yeah, butwhocares? 
It'slikethat. 


IT'SLIKEBLACK and white television 
—the firstones.li'salittle rough around 
theadges, butit’sastart, Therearea 
Several other companies, like the Chuck 
E.Cheese pizzapariors, which are 
‘experimenting with mechanical 
entertainers. Thetechnology is 
improving, with characters becoming 
morelife-like in every generation 
Robot entertainers someday maybe 
SHOWBIZ 
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strike.) The Showbiz robots aren't the 
Rockettes. But their show, like the en- 
tire Showbiz Pizza Place experience, is 
amusing. And encouraging. 

‘Oh, and the pizza's not bad, either. 
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ood enough to replace live per- 
formers. (Why not? They're cheap, 
they're never sick and they don't go on 
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